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Youth Sunday has always been a great opportunity for all the young people
in our church to lead in worship and express our devotion to God in a way
that we (meaning the youth) often don't. This year was no exception. From
the music to the prayer to the message, I could feel that God was truly
there with us and truly enjoyed our praises. It's a feeling that can't be
described with mere words, but is unmistakably obvious.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Through my own experiences, I can say

Pastor’s Corner 2 that Youth Sunday has been more than
New Member 3 just a worship service. It has been an
engine for spiritual growth, for strength-
Women'’s Events 4 .gl .r piritia’ gr W . reT g.
ening faith, and bonding in fellowship;
June Calendar 5 and I truly hope it's a tradition that will
Vacation Bible School 6 continue in our church. I hope that it will
help to guide other young people, as it
Ordination Issue 7 has me and undoubtedly many other
Growing Our Congregation 8 youth throughout the years.
God Bl
Garden Tea Party 9 od Bless, Nick Mitchell delivers the
Nick Mitchell

message on Youth Sunday.

-
o

Sermon Titles & Text




June 2011 THE VIEW From Presbyterian Hill 2

Pastor’s Corner

Everyone is important to the church. Each person makes a contribution which
combines with the contributions of others to make the church go. Every
contribution, great or small, is vital. I believe the following parable illustrates
this concept quite well. “A new place of worship had just been completed. People
came from far and near to see it. They admired the beauty of the windows, the
walls, the carpet on the floors. Preachers were most impressed with the hand-
some pulpit Bible.

Dr. Roe M. Callaway, Jr.

On the roof a little two penny nail held down a single shingle. The little nail heard the people praise
everything else but none mentioned the single nail or seemed to be conscious of its existence. The little
nail became very angry and said, 'If I am that insignificant, nobody will miss me if I quit.” So, the little
nail pulled out, raced down the steep roof and fell on the soft ground below. That night a big rain came
and the single nail was buried in the mud. The difference between being buried in the mud and holding
down the single shingle is this: before, the nail was obscure but useful. Furthermore, before he was
protected under the shingle. Now, he will soon be eaten up by rust.

The worst of this story is yet to come. The shingle that the nail held down was now loose, and without
the cooperation from the nail, it blew away, leaving a hole in the roof. The same big rain that buried the
nail leaked in through the vacant spot where the shingle had been, running into the beautiful sanctuary.
The water ran down the walls, leaving them marred. It leaked upon the Bible and stained its pages. It
leaked upon the carpet and the beautiful rug was stained. All this because one little nail failed to do his
job.”

In Romans 12:4-5 Paul tells us we are many members of the body of the church. Christ is the Head,
each of us make up other parts of the body. He goes on in great length in I Corinthians 12:12-21, to tell
how each member must do his job. We have a world to win to the Savior... and each of us has a
responsibility in that task! God grant that we may be diligent and faithful as we approach the task that
is before us. If you've not been as active as you know you should have been, there is no better time
than right now to pitch in and share the work and worship of your church. You are needed! When you
are not here to share the mission and ministry of your church, First Presbyterian Church does not reach
its fullest potential. Particularly, as we begin the summer months, you are encouraged to make every
effort to be present for Sunday School, Worship, and all the other functions of your church each and
every time you possibly can. “Without you, it won’t be as good as it might have been!”

With love,

Roe M. Callaway, Jr.

M |
Nicky Vetrano receives Sunday'
School attendance certificate from
Dr. Callaway.

Brandon Buote received as new member.
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New Member - Donna Weaver

We are pleased to welcome Donna as a member of FPC -
Cleveland. She is joining us from Grace Presbyterian
Church in Dawsonville where her late husband, Mark, was
pastor for the over five years. During their almost 40
years of marriage, they lived and served churches in
Louisville, Kentucky and Florida before coming to Georgia
to serve in Toccoa and Cornelia. He was the first pastor of
the new church in Dawsonville and Donna describes their
time there as the happiest in all of their ministry.

Donna was born and raised in Boca Raton, Florida and met Mark during college at Stetson University
where she received her Bachelors degree in Elementary Education. She has since gone on to earn her
Masters degree from North Georgia College and has been a teacher for 35 years, presently teaching
reading part time in the Dawson County Public Schools. She lives in Dawsonville with Mark’s ailing
mother and is busy providing care for her. Yes, Donna travels to Cleveland for her church life. She felt
a strong call to visit our church and felt the warmth of the people and heard the calling of the Holy Spirit
to unite with us. Donna and Mark have three children that have blessed her with two grandchildren and
another on the way. They all live in the north Georgia area so they get to see her regularly. Donna’s
passion is literacy and she enjoys reading, journaling, oil painting and singing. She also plays piano,
organ and hammered dulcimer. She is already singing in the choir and attends the Wednesday evening
Bible study. We are happy that she answered the call to join with us.

e

Megan Oliver poses
with Tom and
Audrey Harbst.

Youth
Sunday

o Sammie Floyd serving cookies at the
Joel DeMeritt leads in the “Prayers of the People.”  vq,th Banquet. (Photos by John Rogers)




June 2011 THE VIEW From Presbyterian Hill 4

-]
Weomen's Bibile Study s Presbyterian Women

_— Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice & Peace, & Build Community

=
The Morning Women's Bible Study will meet

Thursday, June 9th, at the church. ~We will
gather at 10:00 AM for our study, which will be
lesson five, "Singing Hymns of Hope". Joyce
Naivar will lead the lesson. Then we will share
our joys and concerns. Lunch will be next, so | We will continue to have Knit and Stitch on the
bring something to eat, if you wish. Mary Ann | third Thursday and work on our mission projects.
Clyburn will bring dessert and be our hostess | We invite you to save pull tabs for the Ronald
for this month. McDonald House program, Boxtops for Education,
Campbell soup labels and old cell phones.

The Presbyterian Women- will not meet for their
regular monthly Thursday evening meeting during
the months of June, July and August.

All 'women are welcome whether a member of
First Presbyterian or not. Join us in our study, | If you have questions, please contact Bernice

fellowship and missions. Rogers.
GARDEN TEA: Hutcheson Hall was transformed into a beautiful garden on the afternoon of May 15 th
for the PW Garden Tea, our first Birthday Event. Tables were set with vintage coverings and fine china
tea services. Scrumptious tea sandwiches, cookies, an

and jam were served. Ladies, young and old, wearing pretty spring dresses, gorgeous hats and gloves
enjoyed an afternoon of quiet conversation with old and new friends while sipping on cups of fragrant
teas. Michelle Gunnin gave an inspirational talk reminding us that in the eyes of God we are all beauti-

ful, even when we are in the worst stages of our |ive
ourselves to be very lovely. Thanks to Melody Thomason, Mary Smith, Jan Hopkins, and Barbara
Chambers for leading the organization, foods, artwork, and decorations. (more pictures -page 9)
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i7" MEN OF THE CHURCH

/ Aimen serving and wor s/

The 2nd Annual Ladies Picnic scheduled for June 4,
has been postponed due to several people not
being able to attend.

The Men of the Church’s June meeting has been
cancelled for the same reason. We will resume
our regular meeting time on July 5, at 6:00 PM.

Thank you for your patience and understanding
Tony Clark, Moderator, Men of the Church.

Clureh Picniec

Unicoi State Park—Site #6
Wednesday, June 29—5:30 PM

Pandamania
June 19-24, 5:30—8:00 PM

Come join us on June 19-June 24 as we have a
wild celebration of God’s unconditional love!
Help us share the love of God with the youngest
members of our community. Kids will discover
that God has a purpose and a plan for everyone,
and He crafted each of us with His own loving
hands. We could use each and every one of you
to help youngsters experience the life-changing
power and love of Jesus Christ.

The church will furnish hamburgers and hot
dogs. Please bring a side dish or dessert and
join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship.

Everyone welcome!

Financial Report
(through 2011)

Year-to-date Budget Requirements: $85,016.68
Year-to-date Budget Received: $86,812.74
Year-to-date Budget (short/over): $ 1,796.06+

There will be a VBS planning meeting on
Wednesday, June 1st at 6:00 PM. If you would
like to help in any way, please contact Sandra
Vetrano, Stephanie Bogart or come to the

) Gypsy Smith, Budget/Finance Chairman
meeting on June 1st.

f"save the Date, June 26th"
fl for a congregational meeting that will

cninnnn T impact the life of our church for years
. P to come. The meeting will be for the
purpose of conducting a mission study
J for the church and the PNC. It will
inventory where the church is now,
4 where we want it to go and operate in
the future and details as to the type of
f pastor the congregation feels fits
us. The meeting will be immediately
A following worship.
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THE PRESBYTERIAN ORDINATION ISSUE Jim Hiers, Clerk of Session

A press release from the General Assembly in Louisville dated May 10, 2011, announced that the number of
presbyteries voting in favor of Amendment 10 A to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church now exceeds the 87
votes causing it to pass. This present requirement for ordination was eliminated: "...all ministers, elders and
deacons live within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness." The change
not including this new language will become effective July 10, 2011.

Fortunately the option remains available for the local churches to utilize the present language for qualification for
ordination. The Presbyterian church is a democracy and allows this local freedom. Basically what the change
brings about is an option for local churches to choose either standard it wishes for its calls. Your Session, after
prayerful consideration, voted to take a stand that FPC Cleveland will maintain the present requirement mentioned
above instead of employing the new language.

Below is a copy of a press release from the Session which details the stance of the Session. Your Pastor Nominating
Committee will be able to include this point in the Church Information Form to be sent to pastors seeking a call
here. Even if a minister is ordained by a presbytery using the new language after the change, we will still be able
to call a minister/pastor using the standard used by this church; i.e. as set out by the above present language.

These are, in many ways, changing times. The Bible dictates things which should not change. The Bible is the
word of God and prevails over any assembly, committee or government. We feel the stand taken by this Session
is backed by the Bible.

“below is the FPC press release verbatim"
FPC, CLEVELAND TAKES STAND ON ORDINATION STANDARD

Sunday, May 15, 2011, the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, Ga. voted unanimously to adhere to
the present, long standing, Presbyterian standard for the ordination of pastors and church officers. The present
standard requires that “all ministers, elders, and deacons live in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a
man and a woman or chastity in singleness.” First Presbyterian, Cleveland will maintain this requirement for
pastors it calls and officers it elects instead of using the new standard being adopted nationally. The First
Presbyterian Session bases its decision on the ordination issue on what it believes is Biblical teaching. The
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a democracy and allows local churches to make this decision on a local option
basis. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) announced that the new change in the ordination standard nationally will
become effective July 10, 2011.

The new national provision reaffirms the long-held right and responsibility of ordaining bodies (local church
sessions for elders and deacons or presbyteries for ministers) to determine the suitability of each candidate for
ordination. The effect of the new language also opens up the possibility that persons in same-gender relationships
can be considered for ordination.

Under the Presbyterian system, Presbyteries do not, as is the case in some denominations, assign pastors to a local
church. The congregations of local Presbyterian churches select and call pastors subject to the approval of the
Presbytery. The new language does not take away from local Presbyterian congregations this freedom of selection.
The local congregation members will continue to elect the church’s pastors and officers.

The stand taken by First Presbyterian, Cleveland speaks only for this particular Presbyterian church.

The First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, welcomes as members and visitors all persons who profess belief in and
seek to follow Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior or wish to learn more about the Lord.

First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, GA

Dr. Roe Callaway, Jr, James B. Hiers, Jr.
Pastor Clerk of Session
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GROWING OUR CONGREGATION

Article by Valerie Richardson/Membership Elder

When church members have been asked in surveys why they return to church Sunday after Sunday,
most churchgoers have given the same basic answer: "l had such a good experience last Sunday that |
wanted to come back!" They share that they had a meaningful worship experience filling their personal
spiritual needs. Secondly, they felt a deep sense of welcome, acceptance, and belonging with a family
of believers who affirmed and appreciated them.

Church membership and attendance is not only a time and an opportunity for the shared worship of God,
it is also an opportunity to connect with friends, make new friends, share concerns, joys, sorrows, and
passions and to fellowship with other Christians who together make up a genuinely loving, supportive,
caring and forgiving community of believers. Our fellowship, however, can lend itself to be inwardly-
focused on a relatively small circle of long-time friends, or church "insiders".

One result of this tendency is for first-time or occasional visitors to feel like an "outsider", and thus to
leave firmly convinced that the church is a members-oriented clique and not interested in strangers or
new members. Church members (and leadership) often proclaim, "This is a friendly church!" And yet, a
significant number of attendees leave feeling like an outsider, and suspecting (often accurately) that if
they fail to attend next Sunday no one will miss them.

At FPC we are a friendly church, but in talking with visitors, at some churches, while they may have had
the welcoming word and handshake they felt that the members were too busy in their conversations with
friends and fellow members to be concerned enough to make them feel really welcome. Let’s pray that
we won't allow that to happen here!

Ideas and notes taken from a study on “Double Church Attendance.”

MEMBERSHIP TEAM MAKES BOOKMARKS AND CALLING CARDS

Article by Valerie Richardson/Membership Elder

The FPC Membership Team distributed calling cards and bookmarks to members and friends of the
congregation. Members are asked to distribute these full color cards and bookmarks to people they
come across in their daily lives that may be unchurched or looking for a church home. Many thousands
in our area do not have a church home. It is our Christian duty to try to bring these folks to Christ.
These cards can be placed in your pocketbook or wallet and distributed in the barber shop, beauty shop,
or to someone you are standing in line with at the grocery store, to someone you are talking with in the
waiting room at the doctor’s office, to folks you are sitting with at the football game, or to the parents of
the children at youth sports events and practices you attend. Just about anywhere we go we can invite
someone to join us in worship here on Presbyterian Hill.

When we grow the membership of the church, we also grow our funding which in turn gives us more
money to reach the community with our programs, help those in the community needing assistance,
have more people to love in our midst and so much more. Please distribute these whenever you have
the opportunity. We will keep supplies of them in the narthex so you can replenish your supply when
needed. God’s Word tells us to spread the gospel of Christ—Let’s do it!



Garden Tea Party

o

Tea party photos by Linda Leslie & Jan Hopkins
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Fax: 706-865-5362
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

NO WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

FOR JUNE, JULY, AUGUST

Meeting Dates
June 14 & June 28

Minister of the Week

June 5 Sally Kaltenbach

June 12 Bernice Rogers

June 19 DeWayne Nix

June 26 Joyce Naivar

SERMON TITLES AND
TEXT FOR JUNE

June 5, 2011
“Eating Cold Grits"”

John 14:1-14
June 12", 2011 JULY NEWSLETTER
“On Being Mistaken For a Mannequin” DEADLINE JUNE 15
Acts 2:1-21

Chairperson & Editor
Bruce Morgan

June 19", 2011
“Facing Giants”

I Samuel 17:32-49 Committee Members
Clair Arvold
June 26" 2011 Linda Watkins
. Judy Winski

“Don’t Lose Heart”
II Corinthians 4:13-18

Betty Smith

Photographer
John Rogers
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