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What Do You Take on a Pilgrimage? 

The Canterbury Tales—General Prologue 

by Geoffrey Chaucer (1343-1400) 

Translated by Evan Mantyk 

When April’s sweetest showers downward shoot, 

The drought of March is pierced right to the root 

Through every vein with liquid of such power 

And virtue that it generates the flower; 

When Zephyrus too exhales his breath so sweet 

Inspiring in ground beneath the feet 

The tender crops, and there’s a youthful sun, 

His second half course through the Ram now run, 

And little birds start making melodies 

Who sleep all night eyes open in the trees 

(For Nature pricks them in each little heart), 

On pilgrimage then folks desire to start. 

The palmers seek to make their travel plans 

For far-off shrines renowned in sundry lands. 

As I prepare for my own pilgrimage, I find myself thinking of 

these words from the General Prologue of Geoffrey Chaucer’s  

The Canterbury Tales. The Canterbury Tales tells the stories of a 

motley crew of pilgrims traveling to Canterbury Cathedral to view 

and venerate the relics of St. Thomas à Beckett. They leave in 

April when as Chaucer writes “The palmers seek to make their 

travel plans for far-off shrines renowned in sundry lands.”   Maybe 

these words resonate because I too am starting my pilgrimage to 

“far-off shrines” in April.  What is it about the Spring that makes  

us want to go on adventures, to go on pilgrimages to seek God 

and possibly find him?  Maybe, it is because spring is the time of 

renewal.  The time when life comes again after the winter. Maybe, 

deep down in our primal souls we too feel the need for resurrec-

tion, the need to feel alive after the dark of winter, the need to have 

our own faith brought to life again. 
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Pastor’s Pondering  
(continued from page 1) 

This weekend I have spent much time  

pondering the question of what to bring on my 

April pilgrimage.  Of course, I will bring clothes.  

I will bring my medicine, my toiletries, my pass-

port, and my extra pair of glasses (since I am 

blind as a bat without them).  I will bring a book 

(or two) to read, a tablet to watch movies on 

while I fly, and my cell phone for pictures.  But 

what else should I bring? 

Should I bring my expectations of holy  

moments and meeting God? What if my expec-

tations of this pilgrimage are not met? 

Should I bring my fears and anxieties, or 

should I hide them somewhere deep in the  

luggage? 

Should I bring my longings for a deeper  

relationship with God, for communion with him, 

for a real sense of his presence? 

In all my pondering, the only thing I think I 

have figured out is that the best thing I can 

bring on my pilgrimage is myself, ALL of  

myself with all my goofiness, my fear, my 

hopes, my anxieties, my joy, my wonder, and 

my openness to whatever God has in store. 

That is the best that any of us can bring to 

our spring pilgrimages. Whether we are going 

to Scotland or up the street, whether our  

pilgrimage is a physical one, or one of the 

heart, the only thing, the best thing, we can 

bring is ourselves, open and willing to hear 

what God has to say, to see what he would 

have us to see, and to enjoy his presence all 

along the way. 

Travelling mercies for all of us pilgrims, 

5/7: 5th Sunday of Easter 

Matthew 7:7-8 

A Scottish Pilgrimage 

5/14: 6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:16-21, 22-31 

Secular Religious 

5/21: 7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:6-14 

What’s Next? 

5/28: Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 

Windcatcher 

Sermon &  
Scriptures  
for May 

On Memorial Day, 

REMEMBER OUR HEROES! 

A Big Shout Out! 
For those of us who have ever watched the 

Facebook Live-Streaming, we feel so grateful 

for the opportunity to share the worship service 

when we cannot attend in person. 

But before that can happen, hours 

of preparation are done.  

 Kim Ciriello has been doing 

this for several years, and during 

the pandemic, it was a life-saver 

for many. Then, when the service 

was broadcast from the sanctuary, she also 

provided the flowers each week.  

Recently, Nancy Webber,  

one of our newest members, has 

been helping Kim by preparing the 

slides for live-streaming. Kim is so 

grateful for this help and Nancy’s 

fresh approach. 

Let’s give a big shout-out to both Kim and 

Nancy for all the time, energy, and dedication 

they give. Next time you see them, thank them 

and tell them how much they’re appreciated.
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Buildings & 
Grounds 
Hugh Walters 

We have found a lawn service that we can 

afford. He is charging us $200 per month only 

the months that we cut the grass. 

Eleven people helped on Clean Up Day, and 

most of the items on my list were completed. 

The utilities were: 

Electric ........................................... $788 

Propane ....................................... $1,017 

Water, Sewer, and trash pick up .... $183 

We are looking for a better price for our  

Propane. 

We have not had our HVAC systems  

evaluated, but plan to do so soon. 

Please continue to do your best to help  

control our electric usage. 

Repairs were 
made on the 

roof to correct 
the leak over 
the choir loft, 

and the ceiling 
in the sanctuary 

has been 
 repaired as 

well. We know 
the sopranos 

are happy the 
leak is fixed. 

‘Glory to God’ Hymnals are Dedicated 

 On Sunday, April 16th, our brand new ‘Glory to God’ hymnals were dedi-

cated during the Worship Service, which was an old-fashioned Hymn Sing.  

After the dedication, members of the congregation suggested various hymns 

be sung, and thanks to James Geiger, Rachel Ficklin, playing the piano and  

organ respectively, and David Arvold’s directing us, many of our favorite hymns 

were sung. It was so enjoyable, it was decided we would have another Hymn 

Sing this summer, with a lunch after Worship outside by the Pavillion. 

Special thanks to Becky Clark for coordinating the purchase, the dedications, and affixing the 

200 dedications in the hymnals, 

to Nancy Webber for designing 

and printing the labels, and  

to many others who helped  

remove the old hymnals from 

the pews and get the new  

ones ready for use. 

Thank you to the congre-

gation for bringing one or two 

hymnals into the sanctuary, 

which helped distribute the 200 

books into the pews. 

CHECK OUT  

Something New! 
on page 14 

Starting May 7th! 
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Our Journey to Easter 
PALM SUNDAY 

WEDNESDAY of HOLY WEEK 

Palm crosses were  
made by the  

Presbyterian Women and 
each attendee  
was given one  

to remember the day.  
 
 
 
Pastor Burnetta and the  
choir processed, each  
waving palms. 

Dave Arvold  
directed the  
musicians prior 
to the full Cantata 
rehearsal.   
 

Clair Arvold 
 helped organize 

 the Symbolic 
 items that were 

 to be placed on the 
 Communion Table 
during the Cantata. 

MAUNDY  
THURSDAY 

What an 
 awe-inspiring 

 performance the 
choir and musicians 

gave of Pepper 
Choplin’s COME to 

the CROSS and  
REMEMBER. 
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Our Journey to Easter continued 

Items symbolizing the last days of Jesus’ life were laid on the Communion Table . . . 

“bring the cup  
and the bread,  
to remember,” 

palms being waved,  
as Jesus enters  
Jerusalem, 

bringing flowers to  
Gethsemane (in this case 
Dogwoods, the symbol of 
the Crucifixion),  

the cross Jesus carried, 
the crown of thorns, 

bring the 30 silver coins,  
and remember how Judas 

betrayed Jesus for this price, 

the robe and how they 
called Jesus,  

“King of the Jews,” 

“O sacred hands, now 
wounded and nailed 
upon a tree,” 

“Hold the shroud in 
your hands, and . . . 

Remember.” 

(Please see “Special Thanks” 
to the Maundy Thursday 
Cantata participants,  
on page 7.) 
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Our Journey to Easter continued 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

“COME to the CROSS, and REMEMBER” 

EASTER SERVICE 

Our first Easter Sunrise Service was held at the CeNita 
Vineyards and this service was the first Easter Sunrise 
service held at the Vineyard. The scenery was breath-
taking. Thank you, CeNita for your warm hospitality. 

Special thanks to all the 
participants in the Cantata. 
See page 7. 
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He Is 
Risen! 

Our Journey to Easter continued 

  

 

David Arvold, ................... Director of Music 

James Geiger ........................ Accompanist 

Phil Baughman .............................. Narrator 

Clair Arvold ......................... Choreographer 

T.C. Ciriello .................................... Acolyte 

Kim Ciriello ........................... Videographer 

CHOIR 

SOPRANO ALTO 

Nanette Baughman Susie Allen 

Barbara Chambers Cheryl Cook 

Mary Ann Clyburn Rachel Ficklin 

Jean Kelly Bonnie Frost 

Joyce Naivar Angela Lathrop 

Adele Page Rita Morgan 

Amanda Rice Gail Rollin 

Nancy Webber Debbie Wessely 

TENOR BASS 

Ross DeMeritt Tony Clark 

Dick Frost Bruce Morgan  

FPC ENSEMBLE 

VIOLIN CELLO 

Heather Strachan Wendy Baker 

Elizabeth Jobson  

VIOLA PIANO/ 

Ernese Vas PERCUSSION 

 James Geiger 

PARTICIPANTS 

Becky Clark ............................. Coordinator 

Angelique Adams Judy Massingale 

Jim Crawford Penny Murdoch 

Roy Ficklin Hugh Walters 

In the season of re-birth we  
celebrate the birth of a baby. 

(see page 13) 

What a delight  
to have Rachel 
Ficklin play the  

organ, and a 
 big thank you 

 to David 
 Arvold, for 

 giving it 
 new life. 

Special Thanks to Cantata Participants ... 
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Youth …  
Our Future 

Our Amazing Kids, Charley Geiger and Collin 
Armour, created Easter cards for the residents, 
all 40 of them, at Friendship Nursing Home last 
month. The cards were delivered on April 8

th
.  

We are so proud that these Amazing Kids  
continue to show their love for the residents by 
giving of their time and talents.  
Way To Go, Guys!! 

Easter Cards for  
Friendship Nursing Home 

Josalynne Wiley was recently in Los Angeles, 
 filming a TV pilot. Congratulations, Josalynne! 

 We are so proud of you. 

  An FPC group 
of about 25 attended 

the wonderful musical, 
presented by WCHS, 

and was amazed 
 at the talent of the 

young people. 

Josalynne Wiley 
and Sebastian 
Wiley are  
extremely talented 
young people, and 
we thank them, 
and the Wiley  
family, for the  
wonderful  
production of 
Singin’ in the Rain 
at WCHS.  
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Session Scripts 
 Bruce Morgan 

At the April meeting, your Session: 

 Received David and Cheryl Cook into  

membership, 

 Began 40 days of prayer in preparation for a 

Session retreat, 

 Formed a committee to study the security 

status of our church, 

 Approved the March financial report, 

 Heard reports from Commissioners to the 

Called Presbytery Meeting, 

 Approved valet parking service during  

Sunday worship, 

 Approved donation of the retired hymnals to 

the Helen Presbyterian Church, 

 Heard updates on Building and Grounds 

projects,  

 Heard a report that the Wednesday evening 

online Bible study will end, 

 Heard ideas for continued youth ministry 

and school year-end recognition, 

 Heard the Pastor's Reports with visits and 

community activities, 

 Set the next meeting for May 21st and  

adjourned after prayer for many needs in 

the church family. 

Several of the Presbyterian Women crocheted 
 little Easter eggs, with baskets for the eggs, and 

donated them to The Growing Place so each 
 child, AND their siblings, could have one. From 

the looks of it, the eggs were a big hit. Thank you 
to the talented and generous PW Knit’n’Stitchers. 

We've enjoyed April with  

an Easter celebration of Jesus’  

resurrection. We've also enjoyed 

the spring weather and adventures 

outdoors. Some of our favorites are 

picking little wildflowers, enjoying the sunshine, 

and outdoor snack time.  

May will be the final month of our school 

year. We will finish up our alphabet in the next 

few weeks. Additionally, we'll be working on 

special Mother's Day gifts. We plan to have a 

year-end celebration and are still in the plan-

ning process for that.  

Many of the children will go to kindergarten 

next year, while some will stay for another 

year. The preschool has several open student 

spaces for next school year. We are not plan-

ning to have any summer camps this summer. 

Our last school day will be Thursday, May 25.  

Have a great May! 

          Ms. Chloe And Ms. Adele 



 Lindalee Walters 
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CT COMMITTEE MEETING 
PW Coordinating Team wlll meet on 

Wednesday, May 3rd, at 1:30 p.m., in the  

Fellowship Hall, immediately following the 

Wednesday Bible Study.  

 

PW BIBLE STUDY 
We will meet Thursday, May 11th, at  

10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall, to study Lesson 

8, “Sabbath and Justice,” of the Celebrating 

Sabbath series. Elaine Wiegert will lead the  

lesson and Betty Royds will be the hostess.  

The author plays the harp, and we enjoy  

hearing her perform as part of the study.  

All ladies are invited to attend. We will set  

up Zoom for anyone who needs to join Bible  

Study by Zoom. Please join us for fellowship 

and study of God’s word. 

 

PW SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
We now have a PW Bible Study available on 

the third Sunday of each month at 10:00 a.m., 

prior to worship. No prior readings and study 

are necessary. The study is introduced with a 

video presentation by the author with discus-

sion following. The focus of the study this year 

is Sabbath. Carol Bechtl, the author, introduces 

each lesson and also shares a musical treat as 

she plays her harp. Those women who are  

employed outside the home are encouraged to 

attend. We hope to see you on May 21st for 

Lesson Four, “Sabbath and Surrender,” in the 

small conference room off the Upper Narthex.  

ZOOM PRAYER MEETINGS 

Zoom Prayer Meetings will be on May 

4th,18th, and 25th, at 10 a.m. If you need the 

info on how to “Zoom-In,” contact the church 

office for the link. 

BELK CHARITY DAY SALE 
PW is participating in the Belk Charity Day 

Sale which will be May 5th-7th. Coupons may 

be purchased for $5 (which is a donation to 

PW Mission activities), and they may be  

redeemed like cash for purchases in any 

Belk store on May 5th-7th. The coupons  

also provide a 25% discount on purchases. 

The coupons are available for purchase 

NOW. You may make a purchase beginning 

April 28th and before May 5th but the mer-

chandise must be put on hold, and then picked 

up the weekend of May 5th. Please support 

this fund-raising activity. It’s like Free Money! 

CELEBRATION OF THE  
GIFTS OF WOMEN 

April 30th is the day we will Celebrate the 

Gifts of Women with a completely women-led 

worship service followed by a meal. The meal 

will be provided by PW, and it will be an oppor-

tunity for attendees to donate to our PW  

Birthday Offering. This year half of the offering 

will be used for local missions, and half will 

support national and international projects. The 

national project is the Making Miracles Group 

Home in Tallahassee, Florida, and the interna-

tional project is Berhane Yesus Elementary 

School in Dembi Dollo, Ethiopia. For more  

information, please see the PW bulletin board 

in the upper Narthex. 

Judy Grieve, 
Elaine Wiegert, 

and Lindalee 
Walters attended 

Come to 
 Columbia 

 Seminary Day 
on April 20

th
. 

They enjoyed 
worship, attended a class on The Presence of 

God, and heard from the two recipients who 
 benefitted from the Columbia Friendship Circle 
Scholarships. They toured Mission Haven and 

participated in a committee meeting 
 discussion with a resident missionary.  
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May 20th ......................... ASCENSION DAY 

May 28th ................................. PENTECOST 

October 29th ... KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS 

November 5th ................ ALL SAINTS DAY 

November 26th ......... Decorate the Church 

for Advent 

December 3rd ................ ADVENT BEGINS 

1st Sunday in Advent 

December 10th ...... 2nd Sunday in Advent 

December 17th .... CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

December 24th .................. ADVENT ENDS 

4th Sunday in Advent 

December 24th .............. CHRISTMAS EVE 

 11:00 a.m.  ................. WORSHIP SERVICE 

   6:00 p.m. .......... CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

CALENDAR 2023 YOU are  
needed! 

We all have the greatest respect for teach-

ers and all the time, energy, and dedication 

they put in to teaching. Whether it is teaching  

in the elementary, middle school, high school,  

college, or Sunday School, they need a break. 

For the last several years, Elaine Wiegert, has 

planned and taught the Sunday School for our 

young people, but she would like to have help 

with someone taking over at least one or two 

Sundays a month. We know not everyone is a 

“teacher” but if you have the desire YOU CAN  

DO IT! The lesson plans are supplied via the 

KINDMIN Power Pack. Elaine will make  

adaptations and prepare craft materials in  

advance, if necessary.  

If you are willing to do this, and give Elaine  

a much needed break, please contact her  

directly, or let Burnetta know. It will be greatly 

appreciated.  

The Wednesday Bible Study will begin a 

five-week study on April 26th, at 12:30 p.m., 

Half Truths. God Helps Those Who Help  

Themselves and Other Things The Bible 

Doesn’t Say, by Adam Hamilton. 

Bring your own lunch, if you wish, and join 

us in the small conference room in the Upper 

Narthex.  

We will explore simple phrases that sound 

Christian. We’ve all heard these words. Maybe 

we’ve said them. They capture some element 

of truth, yet they miss the point in important 

ways. 

Education 
   Elaine Wiegert 

Join Adam Hamilton in this Bible study to 

search for the whole truth by comparing com-

mon Christian clichés with the wisdom found in 

Scripture. The clichés include: 

 Everything happens for a reason. 

 God helps those who help themselves. 

 God won’t give you more than you  

can handle. 

 God said it, I believe it, that settles it. 

 Love the sinner, hate the sin. 

Mother’s Day   May 14th 
The best gift you can give anyone 
is a phone call or visit! Remember  
and honor mothers, and all who  
have been like a mother, on this day! 
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  Elaine Wiegert 

 Please join us on Sunday mornings, at 

10:00 a.m., for Coffee and Conversation.  

During MAY, we will be discussing texts from  

Acts and John. The topics for discussion in 

MAY will be: 

MAY 7 ........................................... John 14:1-14 

Jesus Prepares a Place 

MAY 14  ....................................... Acts 17:22-31 

Paul’s Witness in Athens 

MAY 21 ......................................... John 17:1-11 

Jesus’ Farewell Prayer 

MAY 28 ............................................ Acts 2:1-21 

Pentecost Power 

Amazing Kids  
Conversation 

We invite all our children 

to join us at 10:00 a.m. on 

Sundays, for Amazing Kids. 

During MAY, our Amazing 

Kids will be studying: 

MAY 7 ..................................................... Prayer 

MAY 14 ........................................ Mother’s Day 

MAY 21  ............................................ Ascension 

MAY 28 ............................................. Pentecost 

 

(See article about our Amazing Kids 

on the Youth page, page 8) 

 

MAY 

MAY 7 ....................................... Mil Clyburn 

Bill Woods 

MAY 14 ............................. Judy Massingale 

Charles Massingale 

MAY 21 ................................ Becky Wiegert 

Phil Baughman 

MAY 28 ............................. Lindalee Walters 

Hugh Walters 

 Thank you all for serving. 

May Birthdays 
JUDY WINSKI 

LARRY HOPPOCK 

VALERIE RICHARDSON 

KIM CIRIELLO 

BETTY SLOOP 

PENNY MURDOCH  

JUDY MASSINGALE  

JIM CRAWFORD 

CHARLEY GEIGER 

If we missed your birthday, please let us know. 
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 A very special “Thank You” to those who have contributed the beautiful flowers and displayed 

them to brighten the sanctuary for our Sunday Worship Services. These flowers add a bright  

spot and make our service feel special.  

From God’s Garden 

If you'd like to provide flowers for Sunday service, please sign up in the upper Narthex or contact 

the church office with the preferred date and the occasion you're commemorating.  

If you are willing to be a Flower Coordinator please contact the Church Office. 

P
L

E
A

S
E

 Please remember to wear 

your NEW name tags every 

Sunday. We want our guests 

to be able to learn who we are. 

________________________ 

Remember our 
Heroes! 

Liturgists for the Month 
MAY 

Becky Clark 
MAY 7 ............................................ James Geiger 

MAY 14 ....................................... Debbie Wessely 

MAY 21 ..........................................Becky Wiegert 

MAY 28 ...................................... Judy Massingale 

Thanks to all who serve so willingly! 

These beautiful roses were 
donated by Ross DeMeritt 
on April 2nd, for Debbie 
Wessely, in appreciation for 
all she does for the choir. 

This impressive floral 
 arrangement was 

 donated by 
 Nancy Webber to 
 celebrate Easter. 

 He Has Risen! 

This pink rose bud adorned the altar on 
Easter morning, honoring the birth of 
Reese Elizabeth, daughter to Hannah and 
Billy Satterfield, and first grandbaby to 
Christie and Eric Wall. Hannah Wall was 
the first baby born into our congregation 
the year our church was born. 

This floral arrangement on  
April 16th, was donated by 
Penny Murdoch in appreciation 
of David, James, Rachel, and 
the choir for the wonderful 
Cantata and Easter music. 

These flowers, on April 23rd, 
were in memory, and in 
honor of all military and  
first responders, donated  
by the Ciriellos and  
Penny Murdoch. 
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Something New! 
Starting May 7th 

 Some of our members are 

having difficulty walking up the 

hill from the parking lot to the 

Sanctuary. The Session has approved 

Valet Parking to assist these people.  

To use Valet Parking drive up to the 

sidewalk in front of lower Narthex. A  

Valet will park your car and put your keys 

on a board in the Narthex. After worship a 

Valet will be available to bring your car to 

you. 

We hope this procedure will make it 

easier for our members to worship in  

person.  

FIRST 

LUNCH 
 We continue to serve 

lunch on the first Monday  

of the month (unless there’s  

a holiday), open to the  

community. Thanks to the Presbyterian Women 

who proudly cooked April’s First Lunch, baked 

spaghetti.  

Everyone is welcome to come and help or 

just come and get a good meal, and bring your 

neighbors! May 1st is our next lunch. 

FRIENDSHIP NURSING HOME 
FPC is continuing to find ways to serve our 

friends at Friendship Nursing Home. We have 

been taking helpful items for residents. The  

coffee pods are always appreciated by staff  

and residents alike.  

Once a month, we will be visiting with  

residents and having a time of singing at  

10:30-11:30 a.m., one weekday. We are still 

working to get a regular day. If you’re interested 

in being a part of this easy and meaningful  

mission, sign up in the narthex or get in touch 

with Melody Thomason. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 Thanks to all who donated to 

this once-a-year offering. There is 

still time to give. Make your check 

out to FPC with OGHS in the 

memo, or get one of the designated  

envelopes from the table in the narthex. 

Melody Thomason 

NEsies 
Jean Kelly 

The ONEsies are going back to Mountain 

Lakes on Friday, May 19th. It's been almost a 

year since we were there and Howard Miller 

has invited us back to his beautiful resort com-

munity. He's setting up a golf cart tour for any 

of our members who would like to see it all!  

Lunch will be at 1 p.m. at The Diner which  

is under new management. Dress casual, and 

bring a friend! 

Mountain Lakes is located at 169 Mountain 

Shadows Drive in Cleveland. 

Presbyterian 
 Men 
Bruce Morgan 

  PM’s annual outing to the Gwinnett 

Stripers is May 25th, departing at 5 p.m. for a  

7 p.m. ballgame in Buford. Look for the sign-up 

sheet. Tickets are $20.00 and will be purchased 

in advance. All are invited. Join us for a fun time. 
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Movie Day In May 
On Saturday, May 20th, we will show the 

movie, The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry.  

This is the story of three 12-year-olds  

during a summer, when one of the young men, Dustin, mows 

the lawn of a seventy-five year-old Sperry. That summer 

changed the lives of Dustin and his friends. This is an inspiring 

film for all ages. Popcorn and drinks provided. 


